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Learned and | | 
Reſpeftable Gentlemen, 


OU R Attachment to 
the Principles of Liber- 
ty, by which, in the intelli- 
gent World, you have acqui- 
red a Reputation equal to that 
of your Learning, has led me 
to addreſs you in particular 
with a Treatiſe, written upon 
the Maxims of the Proteſtant 
Reformation. 
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DEDICATION: : 


1FI have repreſented . 
Maxims properly, as ſtanding 
in the Right of private Judg- 
ment, or have treated them in 
a Manner agreable to your 
Sentiments, the Intereſt of 

Liberty may be much avaiPd 
by the Favour of your Appro- 
bation, in regard you have in 
your Power the important Edu- 
cation of ſo many as yet unpte- 


judiced and noble Minds. 


II hath gane to me, that 
the leading Principles r the 
Reformation have not hitherto 
been univerſally underftood, 
and at leaſt for a Century paſt 
have ftood in need of a Recog- 
nition. Hence Popery, ever 


watchful 


DEDICATION. 
watchful of rtunities. has 
begun to awake its uſual Arts, 
and is taking formidable Steps 
towards returning into 'the 
Kingdom. wy; 

THERE ſtill ſubſiſts more 
Popery amongſt us, if not in 
the groſs Parts of it, yet in a 
Supineneſs and Negligence of 
the Laity to think for them- 
ſelves, than many readily ap- 
prehend. Perhaps the preſent 
Generation poſſeſſes rather a 
Zeal for Liberty, than an Idea 
of making the proper Uſe of it. 


IF I have treated the Ec- 
cleſiaſtic Spirit of Rome, and 
Which appears in a Meaſure 
amongſt Proteſtants of former 

Ages, 


DEDICATION. 
Ages, with ſome Aſperity, it 
ought not to affect Divines of 
the preſent Time, whether 
Prelates or inferior Clergy; 
who are known for the moſt 
part, Perſons of exemplary 

Moderation and Humanity, 
and who acquieſce freely in the 
ACt of Toleration. No body 
entertains a more honourable 
Regard for every worthy Mi- 
niſter; the ſame which hath' 
render'd me, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt Devoted, 
/ and moſt Obedient Servant, 


R.S. 


SES RESPECT for the general 
"Dh Wo Rights of Mankind, and for the 
N & Proteſtant Intereſt in particular, 
hach induced me to attempt a 

Diſſertation, in order to defend, explain, and 

illuſtrate the Article of LIBERTY; an Article 

of the greateſt Importance: So fine a Flower 
in the Garden of human Society requires to 
have the moſt ſtrict and conſtant Guard kept 

about it, to prevent its being oppreſſed, ob · 

n or abuſed as to its Application. 


In relation to that Freethinking, which 
hath raiſed ſuch an Outcry with many, I 
would remark, in order to clear my Way, 
that taken in the abuſed Senſe, it is not the 
Object I am concerned with; nor would ] 


Kerr, 

in any wiſe juſtify it; yet in Juſtice to the 
original, and Ample Idea of the Word, it 
molt be acknowledged that a juſt and impar- 
tial Exertion of the Mind is not at all crimi- 
nal, but a truly uſeful, and commendable 
Act. No Man ever commenced either 
Atheiſt or Deiſt by thinking freely, quite 
the contrary, it prevents, Atheiſm, Many 
perhaps have derived ſuch Sentiments by 
| acting too freely in Life. Petſons Vices 
mixing with their Thoughts, blind the 
Judgment, and lead them to take Cover 

under the Shadow!of Infidelity from ſome 
uneaſy Apprehenfions touching their future 
Condition. It is Vice which makes Infidels, 


and a want ef Thinking. Neither does it 


follow from the Miſcarriage of ſome Indivi- 
duals made unhappy by a Smattering of Phi- 
loſophy blended with their Vices, that the 
reſt of Mankind muſt immediately Be af- 
frighted, ant! lock up all their 1 to 
* the Abuſe of chem. | 


There! is 3 ha far more prevailing 
Evil! in the preſent Genetatioh, which con- 
fiſts in an abſolu indelenee either about 
Philoſophy or Religion; that is, a not think- 
ing at all. An Evil which requires to be 


tore directly ſtruck at than the other, as 
I | drawing 


(or) 

(9) 
drawing. after it an hurtful Conſequence, 
not to a. few only, but to the whole Com- 
mudity or Nation; as from hence flow 
chief thoſe Robberies, Outrages, Murders, 
that Decay of Religion, and e rn n of 
Manners, which trouble the preſent, imes, 
and caſt ſo Oy an n, Aſpect upon thole 


which are to come. 
94 1 


The Right of Niauklad t to 60 Earl 
both external and internal, hath its Foun- 
dation. in Nature. The CREATOR Havin 
endowed: them with reaſonable and intelli- 


gent Faculties, it emplys and ſuppoſes them 
intended i ig general to be their own' Maſters, 


and their own Guides; not as a Matter of 


Favour or Indulgence at the hand of others, 
but as Matter l Claim inherent! in the Sp 8 


cles by the Gift of him who made them. 
They come into the World without the 


leaf: Difference or Diſparity. No man is 
born with a Mark of Bondage upon his 
Perſon, nor bears any one in his Face the 


Features of Sovereignty. This Equality of 
Birth contains in it ſuch a natural Indepen- 


dence, that if any Change of Superiority or 


Inferiority enſues or appears afterwards, it 


cannot ariſe juſtly and lawfully, except by 


mapa Conſent and Agreement. 
B Again, 
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ain, 110 Governments hence drew their 
Oertel it cannot be ſuppoſed that the 
Parties agreeing to be governed, whether 
by a ſingle Perſon, or many, intended to | 
ſuch Prince or , Preſidents, any particular 
perſonal Gratification ; : hat they meant 
was Convenience and Advantage to the Body 
in general: Not but Governors who rule 
well, and ſupport Liberty and Property, 
are worthy both of proper Revenues, and of 
high Reſpect from the People, as the juſt 
Recompence of an Office, ſo full of Fatigue 
and Application. Neither can it be, that 
Communities thus formed ſubje them- 
ſelves to an arbitrary Dominion. Arbitrary 
and lawleſs Power at the hands of one an- 
other, during their Anarchy, was the very. 
Evil they fled for Refuge from, under a 
well adjuſted Conſtitution. When Govern- 
ments become deſpotic, they not only break. 
the Compatt; but they defeat all the e Ends, 
for which they received their Exiſtence. 


Every wiſe Man eſteems Liberty his beſt 
Poſſeſſion it crowns all the reſt. He looks, 
upon it as his Birth-right, nor does he for- 
get, at leaſt ought not, that tis alſo the 
— of every Man in the World; 


He 


> 


* 


| | ( EP 
He knows it, becauſe he feels it, "the chief 
Ingredient of his Happineſs ; without it 
Life is ſcarcely deſirable, Enjoyments loſe 
half their Value. Tis a Circumſtance of 
the fame Signification and Importance to 
the moral World, which Air is to the ma- 
terial, giving Spirit, Motion, and Vigor to 
the whole Syſtem comprehended in it. In 
proportion as Men poſſeſs this Circumſtafice, 
this Air pure and free, or denſe and ob- 
ſtructed, their Communities are more or 
leſs agreeable. Some Communities make 
ſhift indeed with a ſmall Portion of it; but 
it is becauſe either they know no better, or 
have not an Opportunity of acquiring more. 
In this caſe Nature droops and languiſhes, 
Arts and Sciences ſink into Oblivion, the 
Culture of the Earth is neglected, and 
whole Regions formerly excellent ceaſe from 
their Fertility. Tis poſſible alſo that the 
Inhabitants of ſome Countries may, by the 
force of a fine Climate, and natural Genius, 
put on a Semblance of Gaity, and appear 
chearfal, yet they can never be properly 
or throughly ſo; it is only a driving away 
Sorrow. Splendor, Pomp, and Gaity at- 
tended with continual Fear and Precariouſ- 
neſs by means of an abſolute Government, 
are never ſo conſiderable to the Wearers, as 
B 2 | to 


G12] 

to thoſe who behold them, or hear of them, 
The Mountains of Hz: LVET 1A are preferable 
to ſuch a Situgtion. In Countries here 
Liberty is the GRAN Mowazaus, not 
only the Nobles and the Gentry ſmile, but 
every Peaſant, every  Day-Labourer i is hap- 
75 ſuch a one remembring himſelf a free 
Man, inſtantly ſtarts 00 into a fort. of Great- 
in Rags, and ſings in the Doane. The 
Things which binder and depreſs moral | 
Liberty in the World are Fear, Superſtition, 
and Indolence in one part of Mankind, 
Ambition, and Self-Intereſt. in another : 
Perhaps there lyes an equal Crime in them 
both; it would afford a Diſputation wha 
are moft to be blamed, the enbitious, or 
the indolent. 1 
| Human Lites may. be n in two 
Branches. It is perſonal and mental. Un- 
der a juſt Government or Conſtitution of 
Things, every Man hath a Right to uſe his 
Perſon, Properties, and Poſſeſſions in ſuch 
ſort, as ſhall ſuit his own Pleaſure and Con- 
venience ; that is to ſay, provided his Action, 
or Diſpoſal of Matters is not attended with 
Injuſtice or Injury to others, His own Rea- 
ſon will inform him, if he conſults it, that 
| he 


(8). 
he has no Right to extend his Liberty to 
any ſuch Degree, He muſt conſider = 
others have Rights equally with himſelf, 
and one muſt be held in Conſiſtency and 
Connection with the other, The Law of 
natural Equity will eaſily adjuſt ſuch Caſes. 
Liberty of the Mind ſtands in exerting itſelf 
to underſtand and judge touching any cog- 
nizable Object, and eſpecially ſuch T hings, 
which are neceſſary to be known and be- 
lieved, with 1 to revealed Religion, 
and a future eternal State. A prudent Man 
cannot avoid judging for his own Conſci- 
ence ; it requires, it demands it of him. 
Others, not knowing the Situation of his 
Conſcience, and in what Light Things ap- 
pear to it, cannot judge for him if he would, 
or though they ſhould deſire ſo to do. A 
Church's Faith, or a Party's Faith, though 
a good one, can ſave no Man; it muſt be 
his own Faith either that can ſave him, or 
truly ſatisfy his Conſcience. There is no 
having a Truſtee or a Proxy in this Matter. 
Tis true he may lawfully, and perhaps ad- 
vantageouſly, make uſe of Guides or Aſſiſt- 
ants to help him; no Reaſon lyes againſt 
that, provided he be careful to examine and 
underſtand the ſeveral Objects chey hold 
forth to him, and not acquieſce in their 

Aſſertions 


(14), 

Aﬀertions or Authority only, as thus; A 
Number of Perſons are taking the Survey of 
fome great City, and poſſibly are commiſ- 
ſioned ſo to do, from an Eminence in or 
near its Suburbs; as a Traveller | join my- 
felf to them. See, Friend, ſay they, point- 
ing alſo with the Hand, how conſpicuous 
there the Tower ; with the Navigation up- 
on the River near it, which imports ſuch 
continual Opulence into the Boſom of the 
City. Behold at a ſmall Diſtance to the left 
a beautiful Colamn, erected on a memorable 
Occaſion; and yonder that majeſtic Dome 
riſing in the midſt of the Metropolis; and 
a Variety of elegant Fabrics in ſeveral Parts, 
(with their reſpective Denominations) for 
religious Uſe. Obſerve, on the left of the 
Dome, a Ridge or Range of Buildings 
leading you far away to the Weſt; the 
whole termiriated with a venerable and ihlu- 
Ariaus Structure of Antiquity. Now this 

may be a real Proſpect, and the Objects, 
the Surveyors ſpake of, ſufficiently known 
fo Perſons converſant and acquainted in the 
Place. But my Friends muſt excuſe me, if, 
as a Stranger, I cannot fo readily perceive 
and take them in, as they'can run them 
over. Leiſure is requiſite for me to diſtin- 


guith'; for I don't find, that can fee by 
*4 another's 


. 5 


> AM 

another't Eye, or underſtand by another's 
Intellects. I ſuppoſe he, who.ſees not for 
himſelf, does not ſee at all. Such Intuition 
and Self-Conſciouſneſs are neceſſary for the 
Diſcernment of Truth; at the Hands of 
Galies tha moſt honeſt and upright. : 


Amb. Under a Notion of Perſons qus⸗ 
lified to inſtruct one, I may happen to fall 
into the Hands of Men, who only pretend to 
Sights, who have ſeen nothing themſelves, 
neither have any thing to ſhew ;- but would: 
make a Property of me for their Profit, or 
their Ambition. In a View ſo very poſſible, 
it muſt certainly concern me to uſe the beſt) 
Precaution I am able, to avoid being im- 
poſed upon ; otherwiſe I ſhall give away my. 
Time, and perhaps my Subſtance alſo, for 
Deception is oftentimes much more expen- 
five than Truth, for nothing, or rather what 
is worſe than nothing, after the Example 
of .the Dutch Peaſants, who, as ExAsMus 
relates the Matter, were made to belieye bx 
two or three Jeſters, that they ſaw in the 
Sky at Noon-day, the Impoſtors having 
previouſly affirmed that themſelves ſaw it, 
A Rep Dragon: Whilſt the Monſter had 
no Exiſtence, except in the. Aſſeveration 
of the Artiſts, and the Peaſants deluded 
Imaginations. "MM 


(16) 


It is, no doubt, a great Foible of Man- 
kind, and efpecially obſervable among the 
lower Ranks, that they have a ſtrong Pro · 
penſity to be led, and will make a Surrender 
even of their Senſes, rather than not come 
at ſomething curious and wonderful. A 
certain ſagacious Pope was ſo confident of 
this Foible, that when he was aſked by a 
Favourite, how he could expe& that the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation would be 
received in a particular Country, he reply'd, 
I know them, the Inhabitants of that Coun- 
try ſcorn to believe any thing beneath a 
Contradiction; and the Effect of the Em- 
bafſy did too much juſtify his Obſervation- 
en thing which renders the Commo- 
nalty ſo prone to believe implicitly, and de- | 
cline judging for themſelves is, they ſuſpe& 
too much their own Capacity; and having 
at the ſame time an high Opinion, or rather 
Veneration of the Learning they ſuppoſe all 
Divines poſſeſſed of, they make no Difficul- 
ty of ſubmitting their Underſtanding to them; 
being generally perſuaded, that by means of 
their Education they are always right in the 
Pulpit, howſoever they may err out of it. 
Thus they over- rate that ſplendid Gift, and 
te an Idol of it, as the Children of Hrael 

| re 


(nm) 
ereQted their golden Image in the Wilder 
neſs,' and. proclaimed before it, ' theſe are thy 
Gods, O IsRAEL, which brought thee *p out 
of the Land of EGYPT, 


* Proteſtints are ailtaken, if they reckon 
ee Erudition the chief Article which 
brought us up out of the Egypt of Popery ; 
for the Catholics bad as much of that, as 
the reforming Party, except that they wanted 
the Truth with it. No doubt this Article 
had its Share on the Occaſion, and continues 
a valuable Advantage towards preſerving and 
ſupporting the Truth, but one cannot ſay 
it makes a Man infallible. The things 
which, under Provide ne, produced the hap- 
py Event, were good Senſe, a Spirit of Li- 
berty (the ſame which now works ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully in a neighbouring Nation) with a 
juſt Reſolution of reſtoring to Mankind their 
Right of private Judgment, and to the Sacred 
Scriptures their Authority of being the ſole 
Rule both of Faith and Manners. 


Theſe two Points, the Right of private 
Judgment, and the Scripture's ſole Authority 
over the Conſcience, were the Pillars of the 
Reformation ; and have the moſt authentic 
Foundation in the infallible World. The 
C Author 


©:.4 


(488 7 ; 

| Author of . hath ſaid,** ſeareh he 
* Scriptures.” The Precept was given both 
to the Jews, and his own Diſciples, and in 
them, no doubt to all ſucceeding Chriſtians, 
fo the end by Means of the ſeveral foregoing 
Prophecies, they might be ſatisfied concern- 
ing him, as the real Meſſiah or Saviour, who 
was to appear upon the Earth. The Apoſtles 
fpeak the ſame Language, All Scripture. is 
& given by Inſpiration, and is profitable for 
“ Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction and 
* Inſtruction.“ To whom think we are the 
Scriptures- profitable? Surely not to Divines 
or the Clergy only, and to be withheld from 
other Perſons ; they are profitable to Chri- 
ſtians in general, who ſtand in need of being 
influenced and inſtructed by them, fo, as to 
bring forth that Virtue and Piety in Life, 
which may become and adorn their Profeſ- 
fion. Another paſſage ſays,* prove all Things, 
* and” or then, hold faſt that which is good. 
Theſe Words are directed not to the Clergy 
at all, but to the People only; and, “ Exa- 
* mine yourſelves whether ye be in the Faith. * 
This paſſage hath alfo a manifeſt Reference 
to the People only, the Chriſtian Church' or 
Commonalty of Believers in TESSALONICA 
_ and*CoRinTH. The Acts of the Apoſtles 
preſent a paſlage U. remarkable, Where 
4 che 
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(9) . 
the People of Ben tA are exprelly commen- 
ded, as more noble, that is, manly and in- 
Fons than they of TürssAL oN TA, in that 

they ſched 4 the Scriptures daily; whether 
* thoſe Things were fo,” even the 'Things 
aſſerted and affirmed by the are — 


ſelves, LB 


As the Eble of Chriſtians are 0 
exhorted to be converſant in the Scriptures, 
and ate commended for it; it is reaſoniable 
to ſuppoſe, notwithſtanding the Infinuations 
of ſome, and their own” Fears to the con- 
trary, that they have an Ability or Capacity 
of underſtanding them; that is to ſay, in 
ſuch Points which are plurn, and truly ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation; and what the Learned 
acquire more is of ſmall Moment. If Chri- 
ſtians in general have a Right to examine, 
and judge for themſelves, may we not atk,” 
how it came to paſs at the Reformation, that 
the Compilers of the Engliſh Liturgy drew 
up the ſeveral Creeds, Prayers, and Offices 
of it, in ſo determinate and invariable a 
Form, as manifeſtly precludes all Examina- 
tion or Proving about it; except a Perſon, . 
through happening not to approve every 
Particular of it, is diſpoſed to ſubject him 


{elf to Excommunication, and other ſevere 
C82 % 


(620) | 
Penalties? May we not aſk, where was 
then the Right of private Judgment, or that 
ſole Authority and Sufficiency of the Scrip- 
tures, they had formerly contended for ? 
Unleſs the Compilers meant, that they were 
firſt to extract from the Scriptures what they 
ſhould judge a ſound Faith, or a laudable 
Morality, and then the Community ſhould 
accept it at their Hands, as relying wholly 
and abſolutely on their Judgment in the 
Matter. . But what is this other than Po- 
pery, diſguiſed i in a new Dreſs? a borrow- 
ing the Arbitrarineſs of Rome without di- 


rectly or openly avowing it? Inconſiſtency 
of this kind all foreign Proteſtant Churches 


have carefully avoided, 


* 


Very poſſibly our Compilers were honeſt 
Men, and had a good Intention in that Uni- 
formity, the Point they laboured at, but in 
the manner they aimed at it, they certainly 
uſed a Popiſh Claim, and the impoſing it 
by Law, or Coercion, was a Stretch of Pow. 
er. This ſhews the Fallibility of Mankind, | 
and that ſecret Pride of Dictature, the Minds 
of good Men are capable of, and perhaps 

without their own perceiving it. More- 
over, this Determining for Mankind what 


they muſt believe, and preſcribing every 
| Thought, 
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(21) 
Thought, and every Word of Worſhip (by 
the way an extraordinary Undertaking) hath 
been followed by a bad Effect, it hath pro- | 
ved a great Detriment to that Faith and | | | 
i 


Religion the Compilers had in View, and 
expected to promote by it ; as thus, Perſons 
receiving the Compoſition implicitly, under 
a Perſuaſion of its Juſtneſs and Propriety, 
uſe it alſo implicitly, ſo that it becomes too 
often a Form merely. Through want of 
_ examining, and underſtanding diſtinctly the 
Particulars, the Mind is left without Ideas, 
and continues without Ideas, not having 
taken proper Pains to be poſſeſſed of them. 
When this is the Caſe, for I do not ſuppoſe 
it the Caſe of all, a Perſon hath not ſuch 
a Perception of the Matter in a Creed or' a 
Prayer, as ſhould enable him to receive by 
the one a real Faith, or offer in the other a 
reaſonable Service. The Words will- be 
uttered with little or no Meaning in them. 
A certain Office in the Liturgy declares, 
that when a Youth can repeat the Apoſtles 
Creed, the Lord's-Prayer, and the Ten Com- 
mandments, he is qualified to be confirmed 
by the Biſhop. Surely ſuch Confirmation 
is ſomewhat premature. 


Experience 
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Experience FIR that il and mo- 
ral Rudiments do not prove ſubſtantial and 
durable, by being put into the Mouth merely. 
They aſk to be firſt received into the Under- 
— and to be approved there, and 
conſented to there, and from thence to be 
conyeyed into the Heart, and fixed in the 
Heart, in order to their future Appearance, 
and Application. in Life. Otherwiſe they 
are "Ea eraſed, and blotted out. The Prin- 
ciples of Morality and Virtue may be com- 
pared to Seeds of Flowers, or perhaps of 
Wheat or Barley; if Grains of Wheat, how- 
ſoever excellent in their Kind, are dropt 
caſually upon the Ground, and left on the 
Surface, tis well known they take no 
Root, nor do they yield any Harveſt ; rather 
the Fowls of the Air, who wait ſuch Op- 
rtunities, deſcend and gather them up; 
but if the Huſbandman Vier the Earth, 
and caſts his Wheat ar Barley into the Fur- 
rows, they ſpring up, they yield abundant- 
ly, and he receives an ample Recomperice 
of his Labour. So is it with young Minds, 
when the Ground of the Heart by proper 
Exerciſe is duly prepared, and · the Seeds of 
Virtue are conveyed into it, ſuch a Man ad- 


vances into the World with a ſuitable Fur- 
niture 
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niture and Proviſion, both for his own Ser- 
vice, and that of the Public. On the other 
hand, if the Elements of Education have 
been leſt careleſſy on the Surface, either of 
his Underſtanding, or Heart, he no fodnep 
enters the World, but he meets Varie« 
ty of Allurements, Temptations, "Shares 3 
theſe prove too ſtrong for him, he yields, 
he becomes abandoned as others had been 
before him; his Seeds are of no uſe, the 
Cormorants have gathered them up, and 
they are ſeen no more. Of ſuch Importanes 
is Proteſtant Liberty, with a ſerious / and 
early Uſe of it, for preventing Immorality 
and Vice; and for producing real Religion 
and ſubſlantial Prineiples in the World: 
Other Meafures, that is, external Meuſures 
may be tryed; and perhaps will avail mes 
what, but nothing can reelaim Mankind 
effeually, except what'cotnes out of every 
Nun neee eee 
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1 is Truth, that Erdl Perſon 
Fi: Frequently affected more Power th 
belonged to them, or Was ever claimed b 
the Apoſtles; not that it ever profited 'the 
Church, but hath manifeſtly ſtumbled Man- 
kind. What ſhall we ſay to that peremptory 
Jay guage of the eee Creed? Which 
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is thus introduced, Whoſoever will be faved; 
before all Things, it is neceſſary that he 
hold the Catholic Faith. Which Faith ex- 


we cept every Man do keep whole and unde- 


filed; WITHOUT: DOUBT HE SHALL PERISH 
EVERLASTINGLY. : If by the term Catholic 
Faith the Compilers mean the general Tra- 
dition of the Romiſh Church, it is an un- 
certain and fallacious Expreſſion; and by 
enforcing the Belief of it under the Penalty 
of periſhing everlaſtingly, they have put on 
the Authority of RME to the uttermoſt. 
But who hath told them ſuch ſhall fo periſh? 
Or what Ground does the Denunciation ſtand 
upon? Tis true, had they affixed ſuch a 
Preface or Introduction to the Scriptures, 
it might have been juſt, - and Chriſtiang 
would not object to it. But to enforce with ſo 
folemn a Menace the Work or , Compoſition 
of one or more fallible Men, is another 
Matter. In this Caſe, Perſons are ſubjected 
to Deſtruction, not for rejecting the Scrip- 
tures, or for not believing in JesUs CHRIST, 
but for not believing in Them, Poflibly the 
Body of the Creed may be right ; nor do I 
ſuppoſe that the Compilers acted from any 
other Motive than their great Regard for 
what they reckoned Orthodoxy. But ſurely 
it was a Zeal not according to right Know- 
ledge, I N 
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This flaming Zeal and raſh Severity brings 
to Mind that Miſtake of the Diſciples IAE 
and JonN. When the Inhabitants of a 
Samaritan Village refuſed their Maſter ſome 
tranſient Accommodations amongſt them. 
they ſaid, Lord, wilt thou that we command 
Fire to come down from Heaven, and con- 
ſume them? But how anſwered the diſpaſ- 
ſionate Saviour? He-rebuked them, and 
faid, « ye know not what Manner of Spirit 
**yeare of.” You do not ſeem to diſcern what 
an improper and unbecoming/Turn of Mind 
you are cheriſhing; the Son of Man is not 
dome to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave 
them. Some Apology may be made for 
theſe Zealots. At tllat time they were yaung 
Diſciples, not ſufficiently acquainted, either 
with the Mind of their Maſter, or with the 
Genius and Spirit of the Goſpel. But that 
Perſons of Experience, and Fathers in Chri- 
ſtianity, ſhould diſcover the like Diſpoſi- 
tion, is not ſo eaſy to be accounted for. 


One would think by their abſolute pro- 
ceedings ſome of the Reformers were trou- 
bled with a ſhort Memory. They blamed 
formerly the Arbitrarineſs of Rox, ang 


_— in common with other Proteſtants, 
D againſt 
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againſt ſubjection to any ſuch Authority. 
But when the ſucceſſor of St. PETER was 
thrown out of the Saddle, it ſeems others 
were ſtanding ready to get in. Though 
ſingly in themſelves they were good Proteſt- 
ants, being met in an Aſſembly they keep 
the Old-Stile, and what was aforetime hu- 
man Power, and vain Inventions, was now 
Uniformity; and Peace, and Order, and 
Decency. So apt are Men to change their 
Opinion, when the glittering Object of 
Power preſents itſelf in their Reach. Thus 
ROME and CoxsTANTINO LIN contended 
antiently about the title of Oecumenical or 
Vniverſal Biſhop, which in truth belonged 
to neither. Ro M E proteſted againſt Cox : 
STANTINOPLE, when tlie Grecian Patriarch 
ſolicited the Supremacy, and declared that 
whoſoever ſhould accept that Title would 
be the Forerunner of Antichriſt; yet after 
a Seaſon. ſhe accepted i it herſelf, n end 
of. Phocas the epd it 
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Poſſibly when the En gn Reforniers fo. 
tled the Church under poſitive Determina- 
tions, they were perſuaded better Things of 
themſelves, and happier Conſequences from 
their Appointments, than what they had 
diſcerned in the Pope, or knovyn to have been 
g (i the 
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the Effect of his Sanctions. And indeed 
the groſs Parts of Popery were diſcharged 
by them. Poſſibly alſo they were perſuaded, 
that the Points determined and ſettled by 
them, were all conformable to the Scripture. 
Let Who, or what Party, touching their 
own Opinion, hath not affirmed the ſame, 
and been equally fo perſuaded? I apprehend, 
even ſuppoſing all the Points contained in 
an Eſtabliſhment; ſttictly and truly founded 
in Scripture, and are Truth, yet if the Com- 
munity in general are not properly encou- 
raged, or paradventure neglect, to be ſatisfied 
of it, it is not Scripture or Truth to them ; 
with regard to them it is fol an n 
and abſolute * * 92 


The Office of Se and the Beauty 
of the: Office properly exerciſed; conſiſts in 
their being Teachers to Mankind, not any 
thing further, and that with all Gentleneſs 
and Goodneſs; as clearly appears by the 
Conduct, and Writings of that truly venera- 
ble and honeſt Ecclefiaftic the Apoſtle Paul. 
Let us hear what he ſays, Knowing ſays he, 
ce the Terrors of the Lord, we perſuade Men. 
« As Ambaſſadors of Go p we beſeech, we 
pray you. Again, © commending ourſelves 
to every Man's Conſcience. Or, we come 
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to high and low, rich, and poor, foreing no 


Man's Conſcience, but with Simplicity and 
Sincerity of Behaviour, preſenting propet 
Arguments to their own Reaſon, arid Un- 
derſtandings. Again, „not that we have 
* Dominion over yout Paith; but are helpers 
te of your Joy.” Theſe Words manifeſt the 
whole of the Matter, they imply, that Mi- 
niſters are not, as Lords, to command and 
enjoin men what they ſhould believe, rather 
ſhould refer the Articles or Propoſitions of 
Faith to their own Conſciences, according to 
what Light and Evidence they may” appear 


with to them. Inſtead of Lords to com- 


mand, they are Aſflſtants to help Men, as 
Occaſions may offer or require, in their 


Endeavours after the Knowledge of thoſe 


Things; which are alone capable of affotd- 
ing them that ſpiritual Joy; which flows 
from the Goſpel. Thus the Scripture de- 
ſcribes the miniſterial Function, and an ho- 
nourable one too, if faithfully executed. If 
Eccleſiaſtics uſurp any thing further, it is 
what they have no Commiſſion or Warrant 
for, whatſoever Warrant they may have 
made out for themſelves, 'or others may 
have been weak enough to give them. The 
excellent Perſon, whoſe Conduct I am quo- 
ting has the Goodneſs alfo to remind the 

Chriſtian 


[ 
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Chriſtian Churches of their Liberty, and 
Privileges, leſt they ſhould over/ooh, or 
neglect them, - © Ye are called, fays he, to 
Liberty, appointed, intitled to it, by Char- 
ter of the Goſpel. And, © be not the Ser- 
*« yants of Men.” He avouches too his own 
Liberty; «] am free, ſays he, from all Men.” 
By theſe, and the like paſſages, in the Epi- 
ſtles of Paui, and other Acts of the firſt 
Apoſtles; ariſes a clear Idea, touching the 
Liberty of the Chriſtian Church in general, 
and the Uſage or Manner of Churches in 
particular. We do not read in them of any 
national Church, but Churches in the plural 
Number; the Churches of Jupz a, the 
Churches of GaLaT1aA, the ſeven Churches 
of A$1A, and the Church in ſome particular 
City, or Houſe. And according to the 
apoſtolic or primitive Sketch, every Con- 
gregation, with its Miniſter, and proper 
Officers is a Church, free and independent 
of all other; except that Courteſy and Diſ- 
cretion may lead them occaſionally to mu- 
tual Deliberation and Conference. And 
Congregations through the World, taken 
collectively, are te Church, ſo far as it is 
viſible. In each Congregation the Miniſter 
is free from the People, and the People are 
ou from the Miniſter, in ſuch a ſenſe, that 
4 the 
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the Paſtor hath a Right to preach according 


to his own judgment and Diſcretion, and 
they have a Right to accept or diſapprove 
what he delivers, through comparing it 
with the infallible Word. Every Member 
of ſuch Congregation is free from another 
Member, and the meaneſt Man or Woman 
free and independant, as the greateſt. -- Not 
that the Chriſtian Liberty authorizes any 
Perſon to contend or diſagree, either with 
the Miniſter or Members, through a Spirit 
of Lex ity and Wantonneſs. Such a Spirit 
would be highly . blameable, and worthy 
the ſevereſt Cenſure. A wiſe and good Man 
would chuſe to be agreeable to the utmoſt, 
if poſſible, from a Principle of Charity and 


Peace. But Freedom and Independence 


muſt be maintained, if Perſons would be 
conſiſtent Proteſtants, Every thing elſe 
tends to Ignorance and Folly, | 


Mere Power and human Authority cannot 

be admitted, either properly or ſafely, into 
a ſcriptural: Church. There is no giving 
way to a little Popery; if we yield to a Part, 
the Body will ſoon follow. That Tyranny 
our Anceſtors refuſed to bear, when they 
ſhook off the Roman Yoak, is like a Body 
ef Water confined for a Time, and bounded 
ap in 


. 
in a Dam. If the Banks are not well 


watched, and the Water finds ai Vent, be 


the Vent ever ſo ſmall, it ſoon widens the 
Breach; it loſes no Time, before the Keep- 
ers are aware, the Breach is paſt Recovery, 
the Torrent ruſhes. away and ſteers hat- 
ever Courſe it pleaſes. Neither ſhould Pre- 


* # * & 


teſtants ſuppoſe, that Tyranny either civil 


or ſpiritual is the Growth only of Rome, 
as an Effect of the Talian Air, or of the 
Air of SpAIN and PoxrudAL; a Deſire of 


Power and Supremacy is a Paſſion incident 


to Mankind. Antichriſt may reſide chiefly 
upon the ſeven Hills, as delighting particu» 
larly in that Region, but he is born in every 


Country, and in every Man, and fits upon 
every Heart, till right Reaſon, or if that 


will not do, the Force of Arms drives him 


out. Even the Laiety who complain of 


Eccleſiaſtics, was their ſituation changed in- 
to that of the Clergy, would find themſelves 
under ſtrong Temptation to the ſame Aſcen- 
dancy, and to the ſame Acquiſitions, There 


is an Evil, worthy to be lamented, which 


ſometimes appears amongſt Proteſtants, that 


many are ſolicitous of Liberty for themſelves, 
and for their Party, without an equal Care 
in behalf of others. Perhaps do perſecute 


in their turn, ſuch who differ from them, 
in 


| 
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in that very Spirit they formerly ſuffered by, 
at the Hands of their Opprefſors. We find 
no ſmall Relapſe and Overſight of this kind; 
in the Reign of Henry the VIIIth.; when 
the Reformation, though begun, was- yet 
in a mixt and imperfect State. The Authors 
and Setters forth of Edicts in thoſe Times, 
particularly HæxxV himſelf, ſeem conſtant- 


ly to have forgot what was the Authority 


they had demoliſhed, and the Grievance 
— were then to remove. An Evil is not 
changed by a Change of Hands; as the 
Evil had been epprefirve Power, it was with 
very ill Grace they adopted-it into their owti 
Practice. Perſecution and Pain are the fame 
Injuries, whether they come from the Hand 
of an Enemy, or of a Friend; the latter 
rather adds a Smart to the-Suffering; than 
alleviates the Caſe. It was not ſuffieient for 
them, who ſucceeded in- Power, to fay, 
what we enact, what we enjoin the Belief 
of, is not of Roxx, but by a ſcriptural and 
juſt Authority. Others commanded Things 
falſe and erroneous, we no other than the 
Truth. Such Allegations are no better 
than Parade and Grimace (what Oppreſ- 
fors have not alledged the ſame?) if Perſons 
muſt be put to Death, as ſome were in that 
Reign, for Difference of Opinion. Yer it 


muſt 
\ 


(.33.) 

mult be acknowledged, that in the midſt of 
theſe Overſights, many excellent Thin 95 
were brought to paſs, and which laid the 
Foundation of the Whole enſuing Reforma- 
tion; probably the Parliament alſo in thoſe 
Days judged it more adviſeable to bear with 
the King's Errors, and a few unproteſtant 
Proceedings, than riſk the grand Point, 
they afterwards ſo happily accompliſhed, 
The milder Sentiments of EpwarD's Go- 
vernment, which followed, like a Calm after 
a Tempeſt, makes amends for the preceding 
Hurry and Diſorder, The Sentiments of 
| EDwARD' s Reign on the Subject of Reli- 
gion are, for the moſt part, Proteſtant and 
Juſt. So are thoſe generally, which run 
through the Reign of Queen ELIz ABETA; 
a Princeſs who ſtood the Shock of Roms, 
SpAin and FRAnce, in Defence of the Re- 
formed Intereſt, both at home and abroad» 
'The Efforts of the Catholic Potentates to 
re-eſtabliſh' a bad Cauſe, were continually 
defeated by her Superiority, as well in Coun- 
cils as in Arms, . She left behind her an Age 
of .Glory, and which will diſtinguiſh < 
Britiſh Annals to the lateſt 8 
Under ſeveral Princes, who ſucceeded EL1= 
ZABETH, the Intereſt of Liberty was, by 
means of falſe Maxims in their Government, 
E not 
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not a little impaired and oppreſſed. Many 


Incroachments were made upon it, and more 
attempted. A Struggle was carried on with 
various Succeſs, between Liberty and arbi- 
trary Power, till we arrive at the ra of 
GeoRGe the Firſt. By the Acceſſion of that 
Prince to the Throne, the Principles of the 
old Leaven received a Check, and Liberty 
revived. It was preſerved at a critical Seaſon, 
and by the King's ſteady and honourable 
Adminiſtration receiving freſh Vigour, and 
growing in the Eſteem of all rational Per- 
ſons, has happily flouriſhed to the preſent 
Times. Even the Enemies of the Hovss 
OF gy - (if it hath any) muſt acknow- 
ledge, Princes have maintained this 
Article in an 2 Manner. They 
have made it a Point of Honour; and no 
doubt will continue at all Events, a Maxim 
of ſuch Merit in its ſelf, and which reflects 
ſo bright a Luſtre, and Dignity upon the 
Crown. 


The King of GREAT-BRITAIx bears a 
peculiar Title; Defender of the Faith. How 
do we underſtand this Title? Surely, not 
that it means him Defender of the Romiſh i 
Faith; a more juſt Senſe muſt be, that he 
takes upon to defend the Faith of the Holy 
| 5. - * Scriptures, 
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Scriptures. Nor does it ſolely mean him 
Defender of the Faith of the Church of 
England; that would be too narrow and 
partial a Signification. In the moſt rational 
and perfect Senſe, it implies him Defender 
of that, and of all the Chriſtian Churches, 
committed to his Care, throughout his Do- 
minions; and in an humane and generous 
View, out of his Dominions. Tis true the 
Pontiff, who made the Compliment of this 
Title to King HENRY, intended it, we muſt 
ſuppoſe, in a Papal Interpretation ; but our 
Princes are not obliged to take or wear it in 
that Senſe, or in any ſhort of 4 Protetant 
Comprebenfion. 


In proportion as Mankind improve in 
their Ideas of Liberty and Reaſon, tis ob- 
ſervable, they grow more cool and moderate, 
in relation to many Articles, which before 
they laid no ſmall Streſs upon. The divine 
| Ri ght of Church-Governments, whether by 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ; or by Preſ- 
byters and Deacons, or in ſome Form dif- 
ferent from both. The Authority and ſole 
Validity of this or another Ordination' of 
Miniſters, their Right to exclude the reſt, 
or*at leaſt Preference to them, in admini- 
King Things ſacred. Such Diſtinctions 

E. rely 
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rely wholly on a Popiſb Principle, derived 
from that Maxim of the Roman iſts, that 
there is no Salvation out of their Church, 
If People of the Church of ENGLAND, or 
the Members of any particular Party con- 
ceive the ſame Thought, they err in that 
Narrowneſs, juſt as the Romaniſis do. 
Theſe, and other ſuch Diſputes, which de- 
pend on contracted Ideas, always loſe Ground, 
as Light and Knowledge gain Ground in the 
World. Perhaps after fruitleſs Debates, and 
much Fatigue, it will be found that the Goſ- 
pel or New-Teſtament holds forth no preciſe 
Model of Eccleſiaſtical Government at all. It 
is of a different Nature from the Old-Teſta- 
ment. The 7ewi/h Oeconomy was manifeſt- 
ly confined to the Hebrew Nation ; but the 
Evangelical Diſpenſation being intended 
for the whole World, it was impoſſible in 
the nature of Things to fit with one Model 
ſuch an infinite Variety of Climates, Tem- 
pers, Cuſtoms, and Educations of Men. 
Neither, if poſſible, could it have agreed 
with the Genius and Nature of the Goſpel, 
The whole Government there ſtands in 
Freedom, referred to Reaſon and Diſcretion, 
as Incidents and the Circumſtances of Things 
may require. If Providence had intended 
one particular Form, either for the Govern- 
* * ment 
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ment of the Church, or Ordination of its 
Miniſters, it would not have left it under a 
Difficulty of being diſcerned, and fubject to 
doubtful Diſputation. A mere Example of 
Precedent iti Scriptures, though it may ſhew 
a Matter to be lawful, is no Argument of 
perpetual Obligation. Many Perſons deal 
partially with the Word ; they make ſome 
Examples Precedents, and ſome not, as ſuits 
a favourite Prepoſſeſſion. I apprehend any 
Model of Church Government, or Ordina- 
tion, or Mode of religious Worſhip, con- 
ſiſtent with Reaſon, may be lawful, one 
equally with another, provided the Liberty 
of Individuals be preſerved, and the Reality 
of en ks be found to flouriſh under chem. 


As Superſtition and Bigotry Jecreaſs, Pro- 
teſtants look leſs. to the Trappings of Reli- 
gion, and more. to the Subſtance, leſs to the 
Form, and more to the Power of it. They 
ceaſe from preferring one Miniſter to an- 
other ; they regard their Uſefulneſs, and ex- 
emplary Behaviour. They fim but u 
Sorts among them all. Thoſe whom the 
Maſter of the Vineyard ſends, bring their 
Credentials with them. They have an Abi- 
lity to inſtruct, and ſhew a Copy of the 


Precept in their own Lives, and Converſa- 
+ tion; 
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tion ; theſe are proper Guides, and worthy 
of Reſpect and Honour. Others, who 
come, but are not ſent, are mere Prieſts, bold 
and aſſuming Men, who having nothing ſub. 
ſtantial to communicate, only exhibit a kind 
of Sights in the Air, curious and imagina- 
ry Things, which amaze and deceive the 
Unwary ; ſuch muſt not wonder if they 
are lightly eſteemed. It is a uſeful and pru- 
dent Exerciſe to aim at a knowledge of 
Mankind, in order to aviod being carried 
away by Appearance, Profeſſion, and Pre- 
tences. Till Perſons attain this Knowledge, 
they ſuffer many Diſadvantages in Life, both 
ſpiritual and ſecular. And eſpecially with 
regard to Religion, Perſons muſt exerciſe 
their own Reaſon, and dare to examine re- 
ceived Cuſtoms and Opinions, before they 
reſt or fit down upon any. The ſame Rule 
holds in regard to Philoſophy, and the Sci- 
ences; a valuable and eminent Degree of 
theſe aſks an Independence of the Mind, 


and flows from a free Enquiry. 


Upon the whole, Few Perſons come to 
be ſolid Chriſtians, unleſs they are firſt true 
Proteſtants. By a modeſt Uſe of their own 
Reaſon, and proper Converſe with the infal- 


lible Writings, that Faith, and Virtue be- 
comes 


( 39) 
comes their free Choice, which are in vain 
attempted by Force, or aimed at in implicit 
Compliances. Nothing can be frue Reli- 
gion except it be free. Not cuſtomary 
Opinions, not implicit Aſſent to Ecclefiaſtical 
Determinations, not Forms, nor Modes, nor 
any thing merely external ; but that which 
is received within, that which rules the 
Heart, that which honours the Deity, and 
profits Mankind, is the Object wiſe Men 
call and eſteem Religion, nothing e 

bein 5 worth contending for. 


The Time will come, when Light and 
Knowledge will fill the Earth, and Men 


ſhall ſee by them to knock off their Fetters. 


The Time will come, when Kings ſhall hate 
the Wrore, when they ſhall withhold that 
Power and Countenance, they had been 
accuſtomed to give her, and ſnatching out 
of her Hand the Cup of Inchantment, ſhall 
ſtrip her of her defenced Places, and demo- 
liſh her ſtrong Towers, ſcattering towards 
the four Winds the very Duſt of them. 


Upon L1BERTY both without and within 
depends all the Beauty of Life. And it is 
pity ſo important a Poſſeſſion ſhould either 
be abuſed or neglected. The Abuſe of Liberty 


brings 
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brings. Vice and Vanity, and Retails | 
modeſtly and properly exerciſed, it produces 
as many Advantages. Particularly, there 
would flow from it, and from thence only, 
that Firmneſs in the Chriſtian Faith, that 
Revival of Virtue and Integrity, and that 
Amendment in the Morals of the Nation, 
which are ſo greatly deſirable, Bigotry 
would wear away, Jgnorance vaniſh, and 


Superſtition grow aſhamed to ſhew her Head. 


Religion would become rational, Society 
moral, the whole Briti/h' State 1 


peaceful, invinable. 
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